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Manuela Garcia (1867-1931) was a Los
Angeles singer who intimately knew
nineteenth century Spanish-language
songs. Between 1904 to 1905, Charles
Lummis, with his interest in the Southwest,
in the documentation of culture, recorded
300 Mexican folk songs on wax cylinders
and later published them in his 1923 book,
Spanish Songs of Old California. Garcia
recorded and sang from memory around
150 Spanish-language songs for Lummis’
project. In addition to singing for Lummis,
Garcia gave him her notebook containing
the words to 149 songs.
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